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are doomed to a region in the darkness of the under-
world ?" Now it has fairly been argued by Professor
Victor Rydberg, in relation to these words, that the fact
that Josephus addressed an argument of this sort to
rough soldiers and uneducated men—not to philosophers
who are known by their writings to believe and teach
reincarnation in those days—shews that the doctrine was
generally current among the Jews of his time. Again, in
the writings of Philo this doctrine is found distinctly
laid down as one of the bases of the great Jewish
Alexandrian School.   Thus, so far as the Jews were
concerned, that doctrine was regularly received among
them, and that is important to remember while coming
to the words of the disciples of Jesus and their question
as to the sin of the man born blind, for it is seen
that they were only referring to the current belief of
their day.
Glancing at the New Testament, the first interesting
thing to notice there is the alleged fulfilment of the
prophecy of Malachi as to the return of Elijah, the
prophet. It is perfectly true that when S. John the Baptist
was asked: cc Art thou Elias ?" he answered : tf No/'
But Jesus Himself stated exactly the opposite, and said :
" This is Elias." The denial of S. John the Baptist is
easily explained by the fact that the memory of a past life
passes over death and rebirth only in very rare cases as
explained before, so that the absence of knowledge on the
part of the Baptist is no evidence against the reality of
reincarnation, while the twice-repeated statement of the
Christ Himself that S. John the Baptist was Elijah
(5. Matt., xi, i4 and xvii, i2-i3), speaking as He did with
knowledge of the past, surely very much outweighs the
denial of the Baptist on a point that he could not be

